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Subject: Invitation to survey consumers of the oral health system within Aotearoa New Zealand
Tēnā koe,
My name is Leeann Waaka, I am a PhD candidate at Te Whare Wānanga o Awanuiārangi under the supervision of Dr Reuben Collier and Professor Te Kani Kingi. I am seeking participants for my doctoral research project titled: “Oranga Niho: Restoring Balance to the Oral Health System in Aotearoa New Zealand”
Through this research, I seek to explore what is required to balance the oral health system in Aotearoa New Zealand. The study focuses on understanding how policy, education, practice and consumer experience may contribute to a more equitable, balanced and culturally grounded oral health system.
As part of this study, I am requesting participant involvement in a short online survey. I am seeking the perspectives of oral health consumers who have engaged with, or attempted to engage with, oral health services in Aotearoa New Zealand. Participants’ involvement would be highly valued, as lived experiences and insights will contribute to a greater understanding of how the oral health system is currently experienced by those it is intended to serve.
I welcome participants’ experiences from all ages, genders and ethnic backgrounds, as diverse perspectives are essential to this research. Participation in this survey is entirely voluntary. The survey is brief, completed online and will not collect identifying information. Any information shared will be treated with care, respect and confidentiality.
The information gathered through this survey will contribute to the wider findings of my doctoral research and will help identify where the current oral health system is working well, where challenges remain and what may be required to support meaningful and lasting change.
Thank you for considering this request for participation. If you or someone in your network may be interested in participating or would like further information, please contact me directly and I will send further information with a Participation Information Sheet and Consent Form:
Email: leeann.waaka76@gmail.com


I appreciate if you please share this opportunity with your networks, friends and whānau.

Ngā mihi nui,

Leeann Waaka
PhD Candidate
Te Whare Wānanga o Awanuiārangi
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