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Today we are talking about:
• definitions of infection for residential aged care
• the importance of infection recognition and appropriate 

treatment
• identification of incontinence-associated dermatitis with 

or without infection.





The Bristol stool chart is a tool to 
help staff determine whether a 
resident has diarrhoea.



Royal Melbourne Hospital and the National Centre for Antimicrobial Stewardship

Australian Aged Care National Antimicrobial Prescribing 
Survey (AC NAPS) 

Participating in AC NAPS supports aged care facilities to identify 
areas for improvement in:
• antimicrobial use
• preventing infections
• helping reduce antimicrobial resistance and 
• helps to improve care for residents.
The infection definitions used in the survey are based on the 
McGeer et al. infection surveillance definitions.



AC NAPS 2020 results

823 aged care facilities participated:
• 725 aged care homes
• 98 multipurpose services
• 46,922 residents surveyed

Royal Melbourne Hospital and the National Centre for Antimicrobial Stewardship



Most common indications for 
antimicrobial prescriptions

The top 5 known indications for 
prescribing antimicrobials were: 
• other – skin, soft tissue or mucosal 
• cystitis
• tinea
• wound infection (non-surgical) and 
• cellulitis
About one-third met the McGeer et 
al. infection surveillance definitions.

Most common indications for antimicrobial prescriptions,
aged care NAPS contributors, 2017–2020

Royal Melbourne Hospital and the National Centre for Antimicrobial Stewardship, figure 8. 
Source: Antimicrobial and infection form section 2, method 1 and 2 data. Only top 20 indications 
for antimicrobial prescriptions listed. Unknown indications for commencing an antimicrobial 
excluded. COPD = chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; UTI = urinary tract infection.



Royal Melbourne Hospital and the National Centre for Antimicrobial 
Stewardship, figure 5. Only top 20 antimicrobials prescribed listed. 
Denominator = all 8,322 antimicrobials prescribed. O = oral; PRN = as 
needed (pro re nata); T = topical. Kenacomb® contains triamcinolone, 
neomycin, nystatin and gramicidin.

6,382 antimicrobials were still 
prescribed on the survey day:
• 76 percent of prescriptions 

were for therapeutic use and 
the remainder were for 
prophylaxis.

• 23.9 percent were for 
clotrimazole (topical 
antifungal).

Most commonly
prescribed antimicrobials

Most commonly prescribed antimicrobials,
aged care NAPS contributors, 2017–2020





VICNISS – Health Associated Infection Surveillance Coordinating Centre.



As Aotearoa New Zealand’s aged population increases, the 
recognition and treatment of frailty has become crucial to 
all health care environments. It:
• is a recognised clinical syndrome
• requires specialised assessment
• requires specialised interventions.

2023 frailty care guides



2023 frailty care guides

The frailty care guides:
• focus on the aged residential care environment
• may also be helpful in other health care settings
• are designed for use by health care professionals
• support rather than replace clinical judgement.



• Urinary incontinence | Te turuturu o te mimi
• Urinary tract infections | Te pokenga pūaha mimi

• Wound assessment | Te aromatawai taotū
• Wound care | Te maimoatanga ō ngā taotū

2023 frailty care guides

https://www.hqsc.govt.nz/resources/resource-library/urinary-incontinence-te-turuturu-o-te-mimi-frailty-care-guides-2023/
https://www.hqsc.govt.nz/resources/resource-library/urinary-tract-infections-te-pokenga-puaha-mimi-frailty-care-guides-2023/
https://www.hqsc.govt.nz/resources/resource-library/wound-assessment-te-aromatawai-taotu-frailty-care-guides-2023/
https://www.hqsc.govt.nz/resources/resource-library/wound-care-te-maimoatanga-o-nga-taotu-frailty-care-guides-2023/
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