
HOW TO LOOK AT THE ATLAS FOR QUESTION 5 IN TOPIC 8 LEARNING ACTIVITY 
 
Go to the Health Quality & Safety Commission Atlas of Healthcare Variation page for polypharmacy here 

Click on Polypharmacy single map to get the screen below. 
 

1 

Click on Data explorer in the left bar and scroll down to Received an 
antipsychotic  
• Click on Age, Q4 2011, rate per 1,000 to open age range options 
• Click on Aged 75-84 
• Click on Commentary for an explanation of the measurement. 

Scroll down to Received a benzodiazepine/zopiclone; repeat process. 

2 Run your mouse over your DHB area 
on the map to display the rate 
(Auckland in this screenshot).  
It is also highlighted in the right bar. 

3 Compare your DHB area with others by looking in 
results bar below or by mousing over the map. 
Click on DHB comments to see what explanations 
DHBs have given for the prescribing rate. 

 

Learn more about using the Atlas in the 
tutorial and user guide here. 

FALLS TOPIC 8 Medicines: balancing benefits and falls risks – how to read the Atlas of Healthcare Variation of polypharmacy for learning activity question 5 

http://www.hqsc.govt.nz/our-programmes/health-quality-evaluation/projects/atlas-of-healthcare-variation/polypharmacy-in-older-people/
http://www.hqsc.govt.nz/assets/Health-Quality-Evaluation/polypharmacy-single/atlas.html
http://www.hqsc.govt.nz/our-programmes/health-quality-evaluation/projects/atlas-of-healthcare-variation/

