V.
17 INTERNATIONAL
) MEDICATION
=4 SAFETY NETWORK

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Renee Brehio, Media Relations, IM SN
December 11, 2015 001- 614-376-0212, rbr ehio@ismp.org

Mike Cohen, Chair, IMSN
001-267-679-4767, mcohen@ismp.org

I nter national Position Statement on Safer
Vaccine Packaging and Label Design Released

The International Medication Safety Network (IMShs issued a position statement that calls fortgrea
worldwide attention to the problem of unsafe desifjivaccine packaging and labelling. The statement
calls on healthcare professionals, pharmaceuticaihpanies, technology vendors, professional

organizations, and regulatory/standard-settingrozgdions to help improve vaccine safety and effijca

The IMSN statement provides recommendations, imetud

» Packaging that minimizes the need to prepare iddalidoses, provides unit dose according to
the mode of administration, and redesigned vialsefe vials are still used) to accommodate
larger labels.

» Labelling that uses larger fonts for better realitghadoption of World Health Organization
Vaccine Presentation and Packaging Advisory GrovH©Q VPPAG) expiration dates standard;
provision of peel-off labels to facilitate syringbelling; and improved differentiation of
pediatric and adult formulations.

» For vaccines provided with diluents or two compdnetcines:
--Packaging that forces proper mixing of the diluenof the two components of the vaccine; for
example a two-chambered syringe or vial. If nosfela, vials of vaccine and diluent or second
component should be packaged together without gicgLof storage requirements.

--Provide clear instructions in or on the labelritixing components of vaccines requiring
reconstitution. Display directions and warning tiorénister contents of both vials together on the
front label of each carton, vial, and vial cap. Tdgel of diluents must primarily identify them as
such and make it clear they are not the actualinacEor example, “DILUENT for preparing”
followed by name of vaccine. Place warning on ditsghat they are not the actual product.

» Healthcare authorities and regulators should prersater labelling and packaging of vaccines
and make available recommendations to healthcaraedars for safer vaccination practices.

Vaccine manufacturers are strongly encouragedvieggackaging and labelling as specified, with
particular attention on vaccines with diluentsweo{component vaccines. For a complete copy of the
position statement, go tdittp://www.intmedsafe.net/?attachment id=3233

Thelnternational Medication Safety Network (IMSN) is an international network of safe medioatpractice centers
established with the aim of improving patient saféthis is achieved by operating medication eremorting programmes and
producing guidance to minimize preventable harmsfmedicine use in practice. IMSN promotes safetioaion practice to
improve patient safety internationalfyor more information, visitvww.intmedsafe.net/contents/AboutIMSN.aspx
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